FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

form-schools from 7,310 to 3,039.   The over-
stated charges of the conservatives, that much
crime is left unpunished, contains much truth.
It is a fact that, in the humanisation of justice,
juries and judges have been lenient with trans-
gressors, not from indifference, corruption, or
cowardice, but from a more philosophical and
abstract conception of justice, or from the idea
that delinquencies have in them a social element,
for which the individual should not be punished.
The humanistic movement has led Republicans
to apply too suddenly the ethics of the parable of
the Prodigal Son to culprits.    Formerly delin-
quents of almost every kind, called for military
service,  were incorporated  into African com-
panies; but the Parliament, thinking that the
transgressions committed did not deserve such
hard treatment, and hoping that the good element
of the army would exert a bettering influence,
placed these repris de justice in  the regular
army.   The result of this was an alarming in-
crease of crime among soldiers.   The principle
of moral contagiousness, which applies to right
as well as to wrong, is a sound one; but in this
case the reform was not sufficiently gradual or
hedged with sufficient legal guarantees.   The
outcome was not calmly studied, but the opposi-
tion used it for partisan ends.   As to crime in